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tion. He Is like the man who plants a sapling secur-
ing thereby the shade, the flowers, and the fruit In fu-
ture years. Even so is the result of charity, even so
is the joy of him who helps those that' are in need of
assistance ; even so Is the great Nirvana.                   7

" The immortal can be reached only by continuous
acts of kindliness, and perfection Is accomplished by
compassion and charity."                                         8

Anathaplndika Invited Sharlputra to accompany
him on his return to Kosala and help him In selecting
a pleasant site for the vihara.                                    y

XXVII. BUDDHA'S FATHER.

At the time when Buddha was residing at Raja-
griha, Shuddhodana, his father, sent word to him say-
ing : " I wish to see my son before I die. Others have
had the benefit of his doctrine, but not his father nor
his relatives."                                                           1

And the messenger said : " O world-honored Tatha-
gata, your father looks for your coming as the lily
longs for the rising of the sun."                                 2

The Blessed One consented to the request of his
father and set out on his journey to Kapilavastu. Soon
the tidings spread In the native country of Buddha:
u Prince SIddhartha, who wandered forth from home
into homelessness to obtain enlightenment, having at-
tained his purpose, Is coming back."                         a

Shuddhodana went out with his relatives and minis-
ters to meet the prince. When the king saw Siddhar-
tha, his son, from afar, he was struck with his. beauty
and dignity, and he rejoiced in his heart, but his mouth
found no words to utter.                                            *